
St. Mark’s Mid-East Working Group 
 
The St. Mark’s Mid-East Working Group (MEWG) sponsors parish oriented events designed to raise 
awareness about the challenges to peace and justice in the Middle East, particularly the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  In 2009, interested parishioners formed an ad hoc group dedicated to promoting 
peace, reconciliation, and justice for the people of Palestine and Israel.  In the years since, the group has 
organized a range of educational and fundraising events, including trips to the region.  In 2010 we 
developed a four-session course:  Israel-Palestine:  Is There a Samaritan on the Road?  The success of the 
course led to requests from other churches, resulting in our posting all the material on the St. Mark’s 
web site - http://www.stmarks.net/get-involved/mid-east-working-group.   
 
In January, 2011, the Vestry approved the Charter for the Mid-East Working Group (MEWG).  It 
established MEWG as a free-standing program because its work contributes to all aspects of life at St. 
Mark’s: worship; education; outreach; and parish life.  The Charter commits the Working Group to:   

raising awareness about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict within our own community; educating the 
congregation about the policies of the Episcopal Church and the work of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Jerusalem; partnering with other faith groups; and advocating for constructive policies and programs by 
the church and the U.S. government.   
 
Membership in the Working Group is open to all members of the congregation with activities planned by 
a Coordinating Committee.  Participation in MEWG events averages around 50, with a high of 165.  Its 
monthly e-letter is sent to over 250 subscribers; our Facebook page reaches people beyond our walls.   
 
In the fall of 2013, 26 members of the congregation travelled to the Holy Land for a MEWG sponsored 
“dual narrative” pilgrimage led jointly by a Palestinian and an Israeli guide.  The trip included visits to the 
holy sites and meetings with a wide array of Palestinian and Israeli organizations working for the 
improvement of conditions in the West Bank and Gaza and for better relations between the two 
populations.  Prior to the trip, the MEWG sponsored monthly speakers and films for the pilgrims and all 
other interested members of the parish.  A daily blog enabled members of the congregation to 
participate in a “virtual” pilgrimage.   Over 125 people attended a post-trip report by the pilgrims on 
their experience. We are now engaged in similar preparation for a second pilgrimage in September, 
2015. 
 
Through and with the Diocese of Washington we are connected to the Diocese of Jerusalem.  We raise 
about $2,000 annually for the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem through the Good Friday Offering.  These 
funds support its schools, medical facilities, and other social service institutions. During Advent, we sell 
items made by Palestinians in the West Bank and use the proceeds to benefit the Diocese of Jerusalem 
and other non-profits serving Palestinians.   Several MEWG members serve on the Diocese of 
Washington’s Jerusalem Partnership Committee.      
 
In the coming years, the Mid-East Working Group hopes to broaden its reach within the parish so that 
more will learn about the situation in the Holy Land.  We will continue to sponsor pilgrimages, perhaps 
opening them up to interested others outside of St. Mark’s.  We also want to expand support for the 
steadfast efforts of those dedicated to improving living conditions in Gaza and the West Bank, working 
for reconciliation among Israelis and Palestinians, and ending the occupation.  We hope to work more 
closely with others on ways to create more opportunities to educate our congregation and the larger 
community about policy advocacy on behalf of a just peace through non-violent means.   Long term we 
would like to expand our efforts to include broader Middle East issues such as the plight of refugees, the 
dwindling Christian presence, and the spread of nuclear weapons.  
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